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THE CZECHOSLOVAK JUDICIAL SYSTEM

According to the Czechoslovak Constitution of 9 May 1948 and the Law
on the Organization of the Judiciary of 22 December 1948, the judicial sys-
tem in Czechoslovakia is organized as follows.

A. Ordinary Courts

District and okres courts, the State Tribunal, and the Supreme Court
are considered as ordinary courts.

1. District Courts

These courts handle in principle all civilian and criminal cases
in the f£irst instance provided they did not come or will not come under the
Jurisdiction of other courts. The district courts are the cornerstone of
the entire Czechoslovak Judicial setup. They are composed of a chairman
who is & professional judge and of two assessor Judges. The latter are
elected every 2 years by the pecple. Requisites for eligibility as asses- °
sor judge are full citizenship, 30 to 60 years of age, and devotion to the
regime. Sentences of the district courts are meted out by teking votes; a
simple majority of votes decides.

Exceptions to the above, involving different numbers of judges, are
the following: (a) specisl civilian cases, claims, inheritances, and mort-

" gages will be handled by one professional judge, and (b) criminal cases for

which the law provides more than 10 years of imprisonmment will be handled
by five judges,-.two of whom are professional and three assessor Judges.

Appeals from district courts to okres courts should be made within
15 days from the day of the mentence. There will be one district court for
approximately every 50,000 inhabitants. : :
2. Okres Courts

Thege courts will have two functions: -
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a. As courts of the first instance when the amount of money
under litigation exceeds 15,000 crowns and when one of the sides is a gov-
ernment enterprise. They will also handle social security cases.

b. As courts of the second instence for appeals from sen-
tences passed by the district courts.

Okres Courts are composed of:

a. One professional judge and two elected assessor judges in
cases of the first instance. ‘

b. Two professional judges and three elected assessors in
" cases of the second instance.

There will be one okres court for every 600,000 inhabitants.

3. State Tribunal

The state tribunal has its seat in Prague. It handles in the
first instance crimes committed against the state which are punishable by
the death penalty or by imprisonment ror a period of over 10 years. The
state tribunal judges civilian as well as military persons. It is com-
posed of a chairman, two professional judges, and two assessor judges. If
the defendant is a military person, the professional judge is to be a mili-
tary judge and the assessor judges are t0 be military in reserve.

4, Supreme Court

The Supreme Court hés its seat in Brmo. It is a court of srpeal
from: (a) sentences passed by district courts in the first instance, and
(b) sentences passed by the state tribunal.

The Supreme Court also handles final appeals from sentences passed
by all courts in the second instance. Only the Attorney General has the
right of appeal to the Supreme Court when and if provisions of formal or
material law have been violated. The Supreme Court will not pass new sen-
tences but will merely pass judgment as to the validity of the appeal, and
possibly nullify the sentence and transmit the entire case to a court of
the first instance for new consideration. There will be no right of appeal
from the new sentence meted out by the court of the first instance.

The Supreme Court will be composed of:

L4
a. Two professional judges and three elected asseasor Judges to
handle ordinary &ppeals.

b. Three professional judges and three elected assessor judges
for ordinary final appeal cases.

c. Three Supreme Court Jjudges and military Supreme Court Jjudges
for appeals from the state tribunal.

B. Extraordinary Courts

These courts are considered as an exception, since in principle all
cases are to be handled by ordinery courts. Maritime courts, among others,
may be considered as extraordinary courts, by the law of 27 January 1923.
They will handle lawsuits demending compensation for dameges caused by ves-

. sels on the Elbe River.
: ”
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cC. Courts of Arbitration

Thege courts are of voluntery choice to litigants as provided for by
the Code of 2ivil Procedure. They are obligatory for state enterprises as
provided for by the law of 1948 (Law Gazette, No 278). ,

All other specisl courts and courts of arbitration (for instance, the
Court for Social Security Cases) have been eliminated in order to simplify
and render more democratic the judiciary system of the Czechoslovak Repub-
lic.
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